Guidelines for Applicants

Festivals’ Scheme 2025 – 2nd Call
(Festivals between 01 June – 31st December 2025) 

Guidelines:	
These guidelines provide information on the Festivals Scheme 2025 – Second Call.

They will help you: 

•		decide whether your organisation is eligible to apply for funding under this scheme,
•	prepare an application which contains all the information needed. 

Please read them carefully before you begin to complete the application form. 
  

1. About this scheme

Foras na Gaeilge is providing funding to appropriate local groups to give them an opportunity to develop arts festivals or elements of festivals being run and implemented through the medium of Irish or of which the language-based arts are a central part. This scheme is aimed at festivals which aim to foster and promote through Irish or bilingually the Irish language, the language-based arts and Irish language heritage, as an integral part of the festival, and to provide a platform for the Irish language community, to the wider community and to the arts sector.  The scheme also seeks to create and foster opportunities for the use of, and to develop, networks through the medium of the language-based arts.

Grants are provided with public money, and Foras na Gaeilge has statutory duties to ensure the value for money of all funded projects.

Foras na Gaeilge recommends applicants seek joint funding for projects, when appropriate, and to cooperate with other organisations in order to achieve the best value from the Foras na Gaeilge grant.

We particularly welcome applications from organisations located in areas recognised in government strategies or legislation.


2. Can we apply?

To be eligible to apply for this scheme your organisation must be able to fulfil the following qualifying criteria:

•	The applicant’s group must have a constitution
•	The applicant must have public liability insurance 
•	There must be a bank account in the name of the festival
•	The applicant must have a valid ROS number (if appropriate)
•	The applicant must have a tax clearance certificate (if appropriate)
•	A statement showing a commitment to the Irish language must be made by the applicant

Foras na Gaeilge may add to these qualifying criteria.

If you have any question on any aspect of the qualifying criteria, you can contact Foras na Gaeilge before the deadline.

3. How will we assess the applications?

Foras na Gaeilge uses assessment criteria to assess applications. The assessment criteria of the scheme are set out below (in line with those set out in the application form). We will assess and score applications in accordance with these criteria.  


1. About the Festival
2. Experience and resources
3. The Irish Language
4. Marketing
5. Project costs and value for money

Who is ineligible to be an applicant?
· Legislative bodies (e.g. county councils or any other state agency)
· Lead organisations
· Fleánna Ceoil
· Any application for which canvassing is carried out with any board member or employee of Foras na Gaeilge

Activities eligible for funding through the scheme
· Irish language activities focused primarily on the language-based arts
· Opportunities to use the Irish language and Irish language social networks
· Festivals which have the use of Irish on their programme and their publicity material

Activities not eligible for funding through the scheme
· Activities that are not focused on language-based arts
· Intensive courses/Irish classes
· Events through the medium of English
· Events during the festival for which funding has already been secured or sought which do not include Irish language events 
· The purchase of alcohol is not eligible for funding within this scheme

4. How will we apply?

Before you start to complete the application form read the guidelines fully again and ensure that your organisation fulfils the scheme qualifying criteria under section 2 above.

Hard copies of applications will not be accepted. As you complete the application you must answer all questions.

The deadline for applications is 12.00 midday, Wednesday 14/05/2025.

It is up the organisation itself to ensure that the application is completed and submitted on time. Foras na Gaeilge will not accept any application after the deadline. 

If you have any question about any aspect of the application contact Foras na Gaeilge before the deadline.


5. What will happen to our application?

Foras na Gaeilge will assess all valid applications under the criteria stated in section 3 above.

The funding decision will be made known to organisations.

Canvassing of any board member or any employee of Foras na Gaeilge will result in the application being rescinded. 

Any application in which inaccurate information is given will be disqualified.

It is the executive of Foras na Gaeilge that is responsible for all decisions regarding all projects to be funded, and who will implement all funding decisions.


6. If our application is successful?

If your application is successful, we will issue you an offer in which there will be all relevant information on payment and monitoring of the scheme. 

This offer will be a legal contract and the conditions of this contract must be adhered to. Any portion or all of the grant may be cancelled or recalled if any of the terms or conditions of the contract are violated.

There must be a bank account in the name of the organisation, under the control of a committee or board. All payment from the Foras na Gaeilge grant should be made from this account so that there is a written account available of all payments (e.g. cheque, direct debit, bank cards associated with the account, BACS etc.). 

A personal bank, visa or other card cannot be used and repayments will not be approved from the account to a personal card in any case. 

Foras na Gaeilge will not provide funding for payments made with cash.  

Foras na Gaeilge will not fund any spending not approved in advance. No grants will be paid retrospectively. 


7. How can I give feedback, make a complaint or appeal?

Foras na Gaeilge welcomes any recommendations or feedback you may have about this scheme.

If you have cause for complaint about this scheme this can be made known to Foras na Gaeilge as well.

Foras na Gaeilge has an appeals process in place. If you are not happy with the decision made in respect of your application you can seek in writing a review within fourteen days from the date of the offer about the decision. All appeals must be based on these grounds only:
I. That Foras na Gaeilge misread the information given during the assessment.
II. That Foras na Gaeilge departed, in a substantial way, from the assessment process itself. 

