Guidelines for Applicants

Summer Camp Scheme 2025

Guidelines:
These guidelines provide information on the Summer Camp Scheme 2025


They will help you: 

•		decide whether your organisation is eligible to apply for funding under this scheme,
•	prepare an application which contains all the information needed. 

Please read them carefully before you begin to complete the application form. 
  

1. About this scheme

Foras na Gaeilge is providing funding to appropriate Summer Camps through Irish for young people (3 to 18 years of age):

· which aim to strengthen the Irish language through a mix of activities;
· that are not residential camps;
· which will last 5 days;
· which will run;
· which will last at least 4.5 hours each day. 

This is a nonprofit scheme to keep the camp fees low for the young people. 

Grants are provided with public money, and Foras na Gaeilge has statutory duties to ensure the value for money of all funded projects.

Foras na Gaeilge recommends applicants seek joint funding for projects, when appropriate, and to cooperate with other organisations in order to achieve the best value from the Foras na Gaeilge grant.

We particularly welcome applications from organisations located in areas recognised in government strategies or legislation.


2. Can we apply?

To be eligible to apply for this scheme your organisation must be able to fulfil the following qualifying criteria:

1. The camp is not already funded by another state body except in the case a previously agreed joint funding understanding.
1. The camp will be operating outside of the official Gaeltacht.
1. The applicant is happy to cooperate with Foras na Gaeilge as regards monitoring and administration of the camp.
1. The language of the camp is Irish.
1. It is a 5-day non-residential camp, which will run between which will run between 23 June and 29 August 2025. 
1. The young people will be charged a fee no greater than €65 (Euro) or £45 (Pounds Sterling).
1. From Foras na Gaeilge funding an amount no greater that €28 (Euro) or £20 (Pounds Sterling) per hour will be paid to tutors or €14 (Euro) or £10 (Pounds Sterling) will be paid to leaders. 
1. The organisation confirms, to the satisfaction of Foras na Gaeilge, that all staff members and external tutors dealing with the young people in Irish at the camp have a high level of proficiency in Irish.
1. The organisation confirms, to the satisfaction of Foras na Gaeilge, that it will be ensured beforehand (by interview if necessary) that each young person has enough Irish to take part in the activities.
1. All the young people attending the camp will be between 3 and 18 years of.
1. There will not be fewer than 15 young people in any one group in the camp.
1. It can be confirmed, to the satisfaction of Foras na Gaeilge, that a worthwhile, professional camp can be organised, that there are sufficient suitable facilities (outdoors and indoors) available to the camp and that all the activities of the camp will be run to a high standard.
1. It can be demonstrated, to the satisfaction of Foras na Gaeilge, that the organisation has a proper structure and management to run the camp. 
1. There is a bank account in the name of the organisation and under the control of a committee or board. Please note that this is the name which will be written on any cheques issued from Foras na Gaeilge should your application be successful.
1. It can be confirmed, to the satisfaction of Foras na Gaeilge, that all events/trips mentioned in the application form are/will be covered by an appropriate, valid insurance policy.
1. It can be confirmed, to the satisfaction of Foras na Gaeilge, that the organisation has a safeguarding children policy which is in effect and that all staff members are vetted.
1. The organisation is happy for Foras na Gaeilge to be mentioned in any publicity about the camp and that Foras na Gaeilge’s logo be included on any publication concerning the camp and for a sign to be displayed during the camp giving recognition to Foras na Gaeilge for the funding provided.
1. The organisation can provide all items on the checklist on the application form.


Foras na Gaeilge may add to these qualifying criteria.

If you have any question on any aspect of the qualifying criteria, you can contact Foras na Gaeilge before the deadline.

3. How will we assess the applications?

Foras na Gaeilge uses assessment criteria to assess applications. The assessment criteria of the scheme are set out below. We will assess and score applications in accordance with these criteria.  
.  
1. The need for funding for the camp and the value for money for Foras na Gaeilge.
1. The range of opportunities for increasing the use of Irish through a range of various activities.
1. The standard of the resources and facilities which will be available to the camp. 
1. The management capability of the organisation to organise the camp, based on evidence of skills and experience.
1. Value for money as regards camp fees and overall spending in comparison with the services which will be provided. 
1. Evidence that joint funding has been sought or cooperation is taking place with other organisations in order to achieve the best value from the Foras na Gaeilge grant.

Who is ineligible to be an applicant?
· Statutory Organisations
· Lead Organisations

Activities eligible for funding through the scheme
· Music/Singing
· Drama
· Sport
· Treasure Hunt
· Art
· Bord Games
· Talent Show
· Day Trip
· Quiz
· Bingo
· Baking/Cooking

Activities not eligible for funding through the scheme
· Computers / electrical goods
· food & drink
· clothing (hoodies etc.)
· administrative costs
· travel or subsistence of staff members
· overnight trips
· general organisational running costs (electricity / phone bills etc.)
· bank charges
· prizes (medals / trophies)
· any other costs that Foras na Gaeilge deems unreasonable


4. How will we apply?

Before you start to complete the application form read the guidelines fully again and ensure that your organisation fulfils the scheme qualifying criteria under section 2 above.

Applications for this scheme will be accepted through the online system only. Hard copies of applications will not be accepted. Guidance on all questions is available on the online system as you answer each question. As you complete the application you must answer all questions.

The deadline for applications is Friday 14th March, 2025 at 5.00pm.

It is up the organisation itself to ensure that the application is completed and submitted on time. 

If you have any question about any aspect of the application contact Foras na Gaeilge before the deadline.


5. What will happen to our application?

Foras na Gaeilge will assess all valid applications under the criteria stated in section 3 above.

The funding decision will be made known to organisations via email. 

Canvassing of any board member or any employee of Foras na Gaeilge will result in the application being rescinded. 

Any application in which inaccurate information is given will be rescinded.

It is the executive of Foras na Gaeilge that is responsible for all decisions regarding all projects to be funded, and who will implement all funding decisions.


6. If our application is successful?

If your application is successful, we will send an offer via email in which there will be all relevant information on payment and monitoring of the scheme. 

This offer will be a legal contract and the conditions of this contract must be adhered to. Any portion or all of the grant may be cancelled or recalled if any of the terms or conditions of the contract are violated.

There must be a bank account in the name of the organisation, under the control of a committee or board. All payment from the Foras na Gaeilge grant should be made from this account so that there is a written account available of all payments (e.g. cheque, direct debit, bank cards associated with the account, BACS etc.). 

A personal bank, visa or other card cannot be used and repayments will not be approved from the account to a personal card in any case. 

Foras na Gaeilge will not provide funding for payments made with cash.  

Foras na Gaeilge will not fund any spending not approved in advance. No grants will be paid retrospectively. 


7. How can I give feedback, make a complaint or appeal?

Foras na Gaeilge welcomes any recommendations or feedback you may have about this scheme.

If you have cause for complaint about this scheme this can be made known to Foras na Gaeilge as well.

Foras na Gaeilge has an appeals process in place. If you are not happy with the decision made in respect of your application you can seek in writing a review within fourteen days from the date of the offer about the decision. All appeals must be based on these grounds only:
I. That Foras na Gaeilge misread the information given during the assessment.
II. That Foras na Gaeilge departed, in a substantial way, from the assessment process itself. 

